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Glaser Strauss 1967 The Discovery
Of Grounded Theory

Glaser Strauss 1967 The Discovery of Grounded Theory The publication of The Discovery
of Grounded Theory in 1967 by Barney G. Glaser and Anselm Strauss marked a pivotal moment
in qualitative research methodology. This groundbreaking book introduced the concept of
grounded theory, a systematic approach to developing theories directly rooted in empirical
data. Over the decades, grounded theory has become one of the most influential methodologies
in social sciences, healthcare, education, and beyond. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of Glaser and Strauss's seminal work, exploring its origins, principles, methods, and
lasting impact on qualitative research.

Origins and Context of Grounded Theory

Historical Background

Before the emergence of grounded theory, qualitative research often relied on deductive
reasoning and pre-existing theoretical frameworks. Researchers would test hypotheses derived
from existing theories, which sometimes limited the scope of discovery. Glaser and Strauss
sought to develop an inductive approach that allowed theories to emerge organically from data.
The 1960s was a period of significant social change and scholarly innovation. Researchers
recognized the need for flexible, data-driven methods that could adapt to complex social
phenomena. Grounded theory was born out of this intellectual climate, aiming to bridge the gap
between theory and empirical observation.

The Collaboration between Glaser and Strauss

Barney G. Glaser, a sociologist with a background in quantitative methods, and Anselm Strauss,
a sociologist with extensive experience in qualitative research, collaborated to develop a new
approach. Their partnership combined rigorous scientific methodology with deep sensitivity to
social context, resulting in a methodology that emphasizes discovery and flexibility. Their joint
effort culminated in the publication of The Discovery of Grounded Theory, which laid out the
principles and procedures for conducting grounded theory research.

Core Principles of Grounded Theory

Grounded theory is distinguished by several core principles that set it apart from other
qualitative methods:

Inductive Approach

- Theories are derived from data, not imposed beforehand. - Researchers generate concepts



and categories through detailed data analysis.

Constant Comparative Method

- Data collection and analysis occur simultaneously. - Researchers continually compare new
data with existing categories to refine and develop theory.

Theoretical Sampling

- Data collection is guided by emerging concepts. - Researchers select participants or data
sources that will help elaborate and saturate categories.

Memo Writing

- Researchers document ideas, hypotheses, and insights during analysis. - Memos serve as a
bridge between coding and theory development.

Emergent Design

- The research process adapts as new insights emerge. - Flexibility is essential to capturing
complex social phenomena.

The Methodology of Grounded Theory

Grounded theory methodology involves a systematic process that unfolds in several stages:

1. Data Collection

- Data can include interviews, observations, documents, or any relevant source. - The aim is to
gather rich, detailed information about the studied phenomenon.

2. Open Coding

- Initial coding involves breaking down data into discrete parts. - Researchers identify concepts
and assign codes to segments of data.

3. Axial Coding

- Codes are grouped into categories based on relationships. - Focus shifts from descriptive
labels to understanding how categories relate.

4. Selective Coding

- Core categories are identified. - The researcher integrates categories around a central theme
or storyline.
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5. Theoretical Saturation

- Data collection continues until no new insights or categories emerge. - The theory is
considered sufficiently developed when saturation is achieved.

6. Memoing and Theory Development

- Throughout the process, memos capture ideas, questions, and hypotheses. - These serve as
the foundation for developing a substantive theory.

Distinction Between Glaser and Strauss’s Approaches

Although they co-authored The Discovery of Grounded Theory, Glaser and Strauss later
diverged in their interpretations of the methodology.

Glaser’s Perspective

- Emphasized emergent coding and minimal researcher interference. - Advocated for a more
naturalistic approach, allowing theory to emerge solely from data. - Cautioned against forcing
data into preconceived categories.

Strauss’s Perspective

- Introduced more structured procedures, such as axial coding. - Supported integrating existing
literature and frameworks into analysis. - Believed in guiding the research process to facilitate
theory development. Despite these differences, both perspectives contributed to the richness
and versatility of grounded theory.

Impact and Applications of Grounded Theory

Since its inception, grounded theory has profoundly influenced qualitative research practices
across various disciplines.

In Social Sciences

- Used to explore social processes, identities, and interactions. - Facilitates understanding of
complex social phenomena from participants' perspectives.

In Healthcare

- Guides the development of theories around patient experiences, healthcare delivery, and
health behaviors. - Supports evidence-based practice by generating context-specific insights.

In Education and Business

- Helps uncover underlying motivations, organizational dynamics, and learning processes. -
Enables practitioners to develop theories grounded in real-world data.



Strengths and Limitations of Grounded Theory

Strengths

- Promotes rich, detailed understanding of social phenomena. - Emphasizes empirical grounding
and flexibility. - Facilitates theory development directly from data.

Limitations

- Can be time-consuming due to iterative data collection and analysis. - Requires skillful
researchers to avoid subjective biases. - The emergent nature may challenge standardization
and replication.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Glaser and Strauss
(1967)

The Discovery of Grounded Theory remains a foundational text in qualitative research
methodology. Its emphasis on systematic, inductive analysis revolutionized how researchers
approach social phenomena, shifting focus toward theory emerging directly from empirical data.
Over the years, grounded theory has evolved through various adaptations, but its core
principles continue to guide researchers seeking to understand complex social realities. The
collaboration of Glaser and Strauss not only provided a robust methodological framework but
also inspired generations of scholars to embrace discovery-oriented research. Whether in
sociology, nursing, education, or organizational studies, grounded theory remains a vital tool for
generating meaningful, data-driven theories that reflect real-world complexities. By
understanding the origins, principles, and applications of grounded theory as outlined in Glaser
and Strauss’s 1967 publication, researchers can better appreciate its relevance and utility in
producing nuanced, grounded insights that advance both theory and practice.

Glaser Strauss 1967: The Discovery of Grounded Theory In the landscape of qualitative
research, few contributions have been as transformative and enduring as the development of
Grounded Theory, a systematic methodology for generating theory from empirical data. Central
to its inception are the groundbreaking works of Barney G. Glaser and Anselm Strauss,
culminating in their seminal 1967 publication, The Discovery of Grounded Theory. This
publication not only revolutionized qualitative research but also challenged prevailing
paradigms by emphasizing data-driven theory generation. This article offers a comprehensive
investigative review of Glaser and Strauss's 1967 work, exploring its historical context,
conceptual innovations, methodological principles, and lasting influence on social science
research.

Historical Context: The Roots of Grounded Theory

In the mid-20th century, social science research was largely dominated by quantitative methods
and hypothesis-driven approaches. Researchers often began with preconceived theories or
hypotheses and sought data to confirm or refute them. This deductive approach, while valuable,
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was criticized for its potential to overlook emergent phenomena and for its tendency to impose
existing theoretical frameworks onto data. Simultaneously, qualitative methods such as
ethnography and case studies were gaining prominence, emphasizing rich descriptions and
contextual understanding. However, these approaches often lacked systematic procedures for
theory development, leaving researchers with descriptive accounts rather than generative
frameworks. Amid this landscape, Glaser and Strauss sought to bridge the gap between
qualitative richness and theoretical rigor. Their collaboration was influenced by their respective
backgrounds: Strauss’s expertise in sociology and phenomenology, and Glaser’s focus on
empirical research. Together, they embarked on a quest to develop a methodology that could
produce theory grounded directly in data, free from the constraints of preconceived hypotheses.

Introduction to The Discovery of Grounded Theory

Published in 1967, The Discovery of Grounded Theory marked a paradigm shift in qualitative
research. The book aimed to establish a systematic methodology for deriving theories
inductively from qualitative data—an approach that would later be termed grounded theory.
Key features of their approach include: - Inductive reasoning: Building theory from the ground
up based on data, rather than testing existing hypotheses. - Simultaneous data collection and
analysis: Engaging in an iterative process where data collection informs analysis, which in turn
guides further data collection. - Theoretical sampling: Selecting new data sources based on
emerging theoretical concepts, rather than random or representative sampling. - Constant
comparison: Continually comparing new data with existing categories to refine and integrate
emerging theories. - Memo-writing: Documenting analytical insights throughout the research
process to develop conceptual clarity. This methodology was revolutionary in emphasizing that
theory should emerge organically from data, with researchers actively engaging in coding,
categorization, and memoing to facilitate theory development.

Core Principles and Methodological Innovations

To understand the significance of Glaser and Strauss’s contribution, it is vital to examine their
core principles and the innovations they introduced.

1. Inductive Approach to Theory Development

Unlike traditional methods that commence with existing theories or hypotheses, grounded
theory begins with open-ended data collection. Researchers allow concepts and relationships to
surface naturally, ensuring that the resulting theory is truly grounded in empirical evidence.

2. Constant Comparative Method

At the heart of grounded theory is the constant comparative method. Researchers: - Break data
into discrete incidents or units. - Compare incidents within the same category. - Compare
categories with one another. - Use these comparisons to refine categories and identify
relationships. This iterative process ensures categories are well-defined, saturated with data,
and capable of supporting a coherent theory.



3. Theoretical Sampling

Rather than predetermined sampling strategies, researchers select participants and data
sources based on emerging categories. This targeted sampling allows the theory to develop in
depth and scope, focusing resources on data that can refine and elaborate initial concepts.

4. Coding and Memoing

Coding is conducted in stages: - Open coding: Breaking data into conceptual parts. - Axial
coding: Identifying relationships among categories. - Selective coding: Integrating categories
around core themes. Memoing complements coding by capturing analytical insights,
hypotheses, and questions, serving as an ongoing record of the researcher’s conceptual
development.

5. Saturation and Theoretical Integration

Data collection continues until theoretical saturation—when new data no longer yield new
properties or relationships—signifies the theory’s development is sufficiently grounded and
comprehensive.

Impact and Controversies Surrounding Grounded
Theory

The publication of The Discovery of Grounded Theory ignited widespread interest and debate
within social science research. Its influence extended beyond sociology into anthropology,
nursing, education, and business research, among others.

Positive Contributions

- Methodological rigor: Providing a systematic framework for qualitative theory development. -
Flexibility: Allowing researchers to adapt procedures to various contexts. - Empowerment of
qualitative research: Challenging the dominance of quantitative methods by demonstrating how
robust theories can emerge from qualitative data. - Practical utility: Facilitating the development
of theories that are closely aligned with real-world phenomena.

Criticisms and Debates

Despite its influence, grounded theory has faced critiques: - Ambiguity in procedures: Variations
in how researchers implement coding, sampling, and analysis. - Potential for researcher bias:
Critics argue that the inductive approach may still be influenced by prior assumptions. -
Differences between Glaser and Strauss: Over time, the two authors diverged in their
interpretations of grounded theory methodology, leading to debates within the academic
community. In response, subsequent scholars have sought to clarify and refine grounded
theory, leading to multiple variants, including Constructivist Grounded Theory (Charmaz) and
Straussian Grounded Theory.
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Legacy and Evolution of Grounded Theory Post-1967

The initial publication laid the foundation for a vibrant methodological tradition. Over the
subsequent decades, grounded theory evolved through various adaptations and critiques.

Major Developments

- Strauss and Corbin (1990s): Formalized coding procedures with more prescriptive guidelines. -
Kathy Charmaz (2000s): Introduced Constructivist Grounded Theory, emphasizing researcher
reflexivity and multiple realities. - Software tools: The advent of qualitative data analysis
software (e.g., NVivo, ATLAS.ti) facilitated systematic coding and memoing.

Continued Relevance

Grounded theory remains a dominant methodology in qualitative research, valued for its
rigorous yet flexible approach to theory generation. Its principles underpin contemporary
qualitative inquiry, emphasizing transparency, systematic analysis, and empirical grounding.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Glaser and
Strauss’s 1967 Work

The Discovery of Grounded Theory by Glaser and Strauss stands as a cornerstone in qualitative
research methodology. Its emphasis on inductive reasoning, systematic analysis, and theory
grounded in empirical data challenged traditional paradigms and opened new avenues for
understanding complex social phenomena. While debates about its implementation persist, the
core principles continue to influence research across disciplines, emphasizing that meaningful
theory can indeed emerge from attentive engagement with data. In sum, Glaser and Strauss’s
1967 publication not only introduced a methodology but also fostered a paradigm shift that
empowered researchers to uncover the underlying structures of social life directly from their
empirical observations. Its legacy endures as both a practical guide and a philosophical
affirmation of the value of grounded, data-driven inquiry in the pursuit of scientific
understanding.

Questions & Answers About glaser strauss 1967 the
discovery of grounded theory

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main contribution
of Glaser and Strauss's 1967
book 'The Discovery of
Grounded Theory'?

The book introduces grounded theory as a systematic
methodology for developing theories directly from
qualitative data, emphasizing an inductive approach
rather than starting with existing hypotheses.



2 How does Glaser and Strauss's
grounded theory differ from
traditional research methods?

Unlike traditional methods that test hypotheses,
grounded theory involves collecting and analyzing data
simultaneously to generate new, data-driven theories
without preconceived notions.

3 Why is 'The Discovery of
Grounded Theory' considered a
foundational text in qualitative
research?

Because it established a rigorous, systematic approach
to qualitative analysis, influencing countless studies
and encouraging researchers to develop theories
grounded directly in empirical data.

4 What are some key techniques
introduced by Glaser and
Strauss for developing
grounded theory?

Key techniques include open coding, constant
comparison, memoing, and theoretical sampling, all
aimed at building a well-supported, emergent theory.

5 How has the concept of
theoretical sampling evolved
since Glaser and Strauss's 1967
work?

Theoretical sampling involves collecting data
purposefully to develop and refine emerging theories, a
core principle introduced in their work, emphasizing
flexibility and ongoing data collection until saturation.

6 What impact did 'The Discovery
of Grounded Theory' have on
qualitative research practices?

It revolutionized qualitative research by providing a
clear, systematic methodology, encouraging
researchers to develop theories grounded in real-world
data rather than relying solely on existing literature.

7 How do Glaser and Strauss's
approaches to grounded theory
differ in their later
perspectives?

While initially collaborative, Glaser emphasized a more
emergent, less structured approach, whereas Strauss
later incorporated more systematic coding procedures;
their perspectives diverged over time but both
contributed to the methodology.

8 What criticisms or limitations
have been associated with
grounded theory as outlined in
the 1967 publication?

Criticisms include potential subjectivity in coding,
challenges in achieving theoretical saturation, and the
demanding nature of the methodology, though these
have been addressed through ongoing methodological
refinement.

9 Why is the 1967 publication still
relevant for researchers today?

Because it laid the groundwork for qualitative data
analysis and theory development, providing
foundational principles and techniques still widely used
and adapted in various fields of social science research.

grounded theory, qualitative research, social sciences, data analysis, coding procedures, theory
development, qualitative methodology, qualitative data, research methodology, Glaser Strauss
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